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“On Earth peace, good will towards men.” 
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&? Erratum. 

An error of a very mortifying descrip- 
tion occurred in the first page of last 
number. For “it is hardly probable there 
18 ene single subscriber who does _pos- 
sess,” &c. read,who does not possess, &c. 





In making out the list of Agents in 
the last number, several names were o- 
mitted that were intended to be insert- 
ed. Itshould alse have been mention- 
ed that the compensation of ene years 
numbers will be given for every 10 sub- 
scribers vbtained and paid for. 

27 As sudscribers have been subjcet- 
a! to much diseppointment by the un- 
certainty of the mails, ia the transmis. 
sion of the Moral Advocate, | am wil- 
‘ug to take all the rtsk of the mails on 
m self. Subscribers are therefore at 
hus ty to give me iatermation, through 
the post masters at the respective offices, 
ol the nambers that shall have failed to 
come to Land, aud they shall be for- 
warded. And iu order to prevent mis- 
takes, it might be as well to defer such 
application to the,end of the voluine, 
when the missing numbers will be fur- 
nished all at once 

Every possible care will be taken to 
aecure the packages, so as te prévent 
susses Or injury to the numbers sent. 

As subscribers will generally prefer 
to have the Moral Advocate bound, a 
title page seems tohe a necessary ap- 
pendage. _I have accordingly furnished 
one, witha table of contents for the first 
volume, anc made that fur the secend; 


prose or verse, will be gladly received 
by the editor. The subjects are well 
adapted to pathetic poetry, and it it 
hoped that some of those who possess 
this interesting talent, will exert it in 
the cause of humanity. 

When. perusing the fugitive pieces of 
some of my literary friends, and observ- 
ing the genuine poetic talent they pos- 
sess, I have frequently regretted that 
such talents should either lie buried in 
obscurity, or not be devoted to sume 
important object. 

Complete files of the Moral Advocate 
from the commencement, can be furnish - 
ed. Several of the numbers have been 
re-printed, and the others will be, if ne- 
cessary. 

he frequent appearance, in News- 
papers, of articles opposed to War, 
Duciling, &c. naturally impresses the 
mind wittrthe belief, that the public. 
opinion is improving in relation to 
these subjects. And as we may re- 
gard this circumstance as the effect of 
some change already taken place, so 
itmay be consisiered as acause of 
still greater change. The papers in 
which such articles mostly appear, 
are ofa class that are calculated to 
have an extensive influence on public 
opinion. ‘The fact deserves to he ne- 
ticed, as an auspicious omen. 

‘The time has been, when, reason- 
ing from outward views, the cause of 
peace might indeed have been con- 
sidered hopeless. ‘The principles 
which it embraces were so repugnant 





volume a part of the present sheet. 

The change in the torm and size of the, 
pages is about equal to ar addition of, 
oue fourth. So that each sheet of the 
present volume, will be equal to a sheet 


and a quarter of the first. 


tothe feelings of the influential part 
of mankind, that it was difficult to 
induce these to give the subject a 
calm and dispassionate consideration. 


The advocates of peace might se- 


And as our reom is enlarged, it is,cure tothemselves the testimony of 


hoped our correspondence will be en-an approving conscience, but as re- 
larged also. Well written essays on the lated to the world around them, they 
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Ty might calculate with certainty on be- carnal war, they are covered with ar fo 
Li ing considered «zs wild enthusiasts,and mour of far superior efficienc y f oge 
the rest they had to leave. |Whea I sent out my apostles, as sheep Ww 
The case is now different. Distin-jin the midst of wolves, with a charge su 
i guished characters in various & high-'to be harmiess as doves, they found W 
i if ly respectable religious societies nowno lack of protection, nor of any th 
Dey boldly maintain the doctrine that thing else, necessary to their useful- ct 
Fa Waris incompatable with christianity ness, or comfort. Would you pro- W 
ey and sound policy———and men of the duce instances of familhes murdered b! 
dl PS * first talents and highest station in the by assassins, seek for them among ré 
uk government, make ita subject of se- those known to trust for safety in car- di 
; Tious enquiry, and candidly acknowl-jnal weapous, and not among my dis- ré 
9 o edge the excellence of the principle, ciples. As a city upon a hill, they are th 
Fit i and the laudibleness of the attempt to,known te be bloodless men, and as- te 
a impress itupon mankind. Thus the/sassins, themselves, would deem it tr 
il ¥ door seems tv be open, and certainly absurd to assail them wit! carnal wea- 
ie the friends of humanity and religioa pons: in the most troublous times, of r 
| \? ought to improve the favorable op-under circumstances the most alarm- I 
Fe portunity. ling, either by flight, remioustrance of a 
ey ns resistance that never takes life, of ai! 
hy EXTRACT wr Tapes cheat, ae. Saree 
) OE 2 Incomparably most se t 
it From the Lecture of Dr. Hoicomd. cure. ¢ 
Wy (Continued from page 193 Vol. 1.) Besides, this hacknied objection 
iy Odjection sixth. Ifcarnal warfare|wholly overlooks my providence, and : 
ab be consistent with primitive Cliristi-jall the promises of which my people 
‘(hh anity, we must stand, with foldedjare heirs. Assassins do not stro!) be- 
“tn arms, while an assassin is murdering'yond the circle of my notice. Even ) 
| our families, without attempting the\their lives are in my hand, and their 
14 least resistance: but as conduct of this weapons are restrained at my plea- 
nature would evince an utter destitu- sure, [am always with my servants 
tion of even natural affection, 1t can- and whoever touches them, touches 





not .ccord with true religion. ithe apple of mine eye. Iwill be their 

Answer. Had this very popular ob-;help in trouble, and a surer defence 
jection to the disuse of carnal wea-jthan was ever found in swords and 
pons, been made in the presesce ofjspears. I can command twelve legis 





Jesus Christ, can we suppose that he 
would have treated it as unanswera- 
bie, on pacific principles? Indubitably, 
no: He might have said, “tivo things 
are here taken for granted, which are 
untrue: that because the subjects of 
my Kingdom will not fight, with car- 
Mal weapons, they are not to sevrk 
Safety by any other means—and that 
they have no Special interest in my 
protection; but to prove either of these, 
propositions is impossible; therefore 
the inference with which this spee:- 
ous objection concludes, has no force 
Though the consistent subjects of 
My kingdom never seek defence i 


ons of angels to encamp round-about 
my feeblest servant, and will assured- 
ly do it rather than any event should 
fail to work together with all other 
thngs for his good, and my glory. 
Let not this case of the midnight rob- 
ber and assassins, carry “away the 
mind with the terror of its appeawince; 
but let the conduct of my disciples 
show its fallacy; they use no other 
metiod to repel evil than that of do- 
ing good. You say you are not to ex- 
pect miracles for your defence; but 
whatis a miracle, but a departure 
irom that usual course of providence 
vinch wouid fill you with no less as- 





Paelding the unconvenis! weapeous ot 
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tonishment and gratitude, were 1{ not 
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for your extreme stupidity? Who pre-| 
serves you every moment from death! 
Who causes the planets to revolve, the} 
sun to shimve, the earth to vegetate? 
Who produces the pulsations of life 
through the body, and repairs the in- 
cessant waste of arterial 
Who keeps in repair the incompzara- 
bly delicate and diversified aparatus 
requisite to the function of animal bo- 
dies? Who impels the purple cur- 
rent from the citadel of lite, through 
the arteries, branching into millions of 
tenuous tubes, till you can -no longer 
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rightof “seit defence: ’—.nd menacing 
preparations for ii—are as arrogant 
and insolent, as they are in vain and 
fruitless.” 

To conclude: it may be said that on 
the subject of carnal warfare we scem 


energy?ito have changed our opinion; should 


this prove to be the fact, it is. he- 
ped ithas been done on solid grounds, 
and under the influence of pure and 
conscientious motives: and as the pa- 
trarch Abraham and his family, 
myriads of the Jews, under the minis- 
try of Christ and his apostles, millions 


trace them, as they revolve in count-ot Pagans afterwerds, Luthur, Calvin, 


less meander, tll they meet the cor-| 
responding extremities of the veins, to 
return the torrent ol lite through w de-! 
ning and converging channels? What! 


rntinel stands at the critical post, 
where the secretory glands are placed) 
to draw from the passing current 
of the blood their appropriate selection 
of fluids—essential to life? Who 
gives power to that amazing alembic 
vhich transforms your daily food into 
all the solids and fluids of the body, 
skill to separate and convey them to 
their several stations? Itis the hand 
which preserves my people every mo- 
ment of their lives, as well as from 
midnight robbers, while preservation 
shall be for their best interests: This 
boasted case, often urged in vindica- 
tion of self defence with carnal wea- 
pons, is an appeal to ignorance and 
prejudice. 


Is it not supposed, that I must be 
deterred from forbidding my followers 
to resort to violence in their defence, 
for fear of junctures they might fal) in- 
to, when.every manon earth, every 
moment, needs my preserving power 
no less than the man at the instant he 
is attacked by a robber? Besides, you 
do not consider, that my protection 
can be exerted as efficiently by pre- 
venting, as by repelling violence. 

On the whole, the preservation of 
life, and a man’s security from evil, 
are matters so immediately connected 
With my power and providence, that 


Melancthon, and incalculable numbers 
oftheir contemporaries, and succes- 
sors, have nobly changed their opini- 
ons, to their immortal honour, who 
can say that a similar conduct, in 
whomsoever it may appear, 1s disrepu- 
table? and, if, as all denominations of 
Christians agree, our common Lord 
will give all nations peace, millions 
must yet cease to hold that carnal war- 
fare consists with unadulterated Ciiris- 
tranity. And when all the posterity of 
Adam sha}! appear before the Great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Clirist, in- 
cluding the millions already slain, with 
all who may hereafter be slain, in war 
and when the comparatively trivial 
objects, real or avowed, of carnal wars 
shall be seen in the intensity of eternal 
light, can it be supposed that even a 
single advocate of such contests will 
be found in that vast assembly? Suf- 
fer us merely to add, that whatever the 
o} inion of our most highly esteemed 
brethren and friends may be on the 
subject of carnal warfare, we are. not 
prepared to say, that it consists with 
primitive Christianity. Ifany however. 
should choose publickly to affirm, and 
undertake to maintain, from the autho- 
rity of our Lord Jesus Christ and his 
apostles, that it does, we pledge our- 
selves to pay the most candid and re- 
spectful attention to their statements, 
elucidations, and arguments. 


[ 1 should have liked the arguments on 
the subject of Divine protection better, if 





Your vehement pretentions to thelthey had not been thrown into the form 
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a8 coming from our Lord. I hesitated a 
while on the propriety of inserting this 
part of the lecture, but finally concluded! 
to give it ag I found it. | Ed, 





aoe me ce 


From the Boston Galaxy. 
MILITARY EXHIBITIONS. 


There are no people on earth that 
snjoy the blessings of civil hberty se 
big'ily as the people of the United 
Siates. There is no nation, where 
the Christian religion is so perfectly 
unroetpained, co free from civil an 


existence of those deudiy passions, 


‘that ambition, that love of military 


glory, which are causes of war. Of 
compassion, for that mental blindness 
which leads men with apparent indif- 
ference into the trade of human blood, 
and of all those complicated miseries 
which involve age and infancy, pov- 
erty and innocence, in the details of 
war. But solemnity of feeling, this 
iooking forward to the object and end 
of military exhibitions, is so entirely 
incompatible with the spirit of mili- 
tary enthusiasm, that expedients are 
adopted to charm the heart and senses, 
and dispel the inquietude of one feel- 





ecclesiastical legislation, from error 
auth superstition. 
non the globe, where science and litera- 
Life ure $0 generally diffused.—And 
yet, with all the blessings of our free 
civil institutions, the milduess and be- 
nignity of our religion, and the benefit 
vf Jearning, unnatural and puradox- 
ical as it may seem, there Is not 4 
people more charmed by the shrill, 
rattling music ofthe soldier, or more 
facinated by the imposing show of a 


mg by overpowering it with another. 


Phere is nots spolttig by the splendid decoration of 


dress, the gay waving banner, and the 
inspiring charms of music, that are 
brought in to aid the buoyancy 
of youth and the vigor of health. 
That which is now the delight 
of youth, becomes the ambition of 
manhood—the pride of age.—With- 
out the combined eflects of gay dress, 
inspiring music, waving banners, the 
rattling noise of muskeiry, and the 





military pageant. May not the phil-deep toned thunders of the cannon, 
antaropist ask, whence is this combi-iput one feeling of solemnity would. 
nation of pleasure & festivity, with that fojjow in the soldiers’ train. Dismal 
dreadful note ol preparation’ whostjand cheerless, he would leek forward 
object and end are destruction andiig his dessolating business in the 
lp } . nann ten On | » 8 ° 

death? Why are the aspirations of changes of time, and his thoughts 
our litle ones drawn out into all the might be led to dwell on the sure and 
wild and boistrous ecstacy of feeling certain prospects of eternity. 

and expression at dessolating imple- 


mcuts of war, that have pierced asi : 
young, as innocent, unoffending bo-|PEN!TENTIARY IN Pel ADELPHES. 


soms as theirs? Why is it that wo-| The following plan is given, ain westers 
mai, lovely woman,’ whose bosom newspaper, but on what authority is no* 
throbs at the tale of distress, whose stated. pees 

sensibilities tremble at the approach! The plan of the new Siate prison, 
of danger, can look with rapture on\now building in Philadelphia is to en- 
the long extended line of armed sol-iclose ten acres of ground with a high 
diery? How is it, that glittering wea-jand strong wall, as a general prisou 
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pons of war carry delight to that eyelyard. This is divided into as many 


. . | ‘ “fp , 
which has been dimmed by the tearenclosures as they have pr- 
of pity, and enthusiasm to that heart!prisoners, Each separate enclosure 


whieh has swelled at the tale of bat-'s to have a cell for one person only. 
tles lost and won?” So that the prisoners are to be kept en- 


The natural feelings, consequent on tirely separate—to see ho person but 
military parades, are tliose of sorrow theitkeeper from the day they go im 
and compassion: Ot sorrow, for the till the ¢ 


ay they come out, and yet te 
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de kept at hard labour. It is believed 
that this arrangement will answer 
every purpose of solitary confinement, 
and still the public derive as much be- 
nefit from their labor, as would, 
be derived, if they were allow- 
ed to work togetherin the usual way. 
Ii must however necessarily follow 
that the expenses for keepers and 
overseers is greater, than it is in com- 
mon prisons, yet advantages, in a mo- 
ral point of view, will be derived 
from keeping the prisoners, separate 
and more than compensate the pub- 
lic for the extra expense incurred. 


A BATTLE. 

At alate muster of a regiment of 
militia at Philadelphia, a considerable 
battle appears to have taken place, 
in which swords were used and some 
persons severely wounded. Niles. 











Thirty-two men received sentence 
of death in Ireland, on the testimony 
of asingle witness, a female. One of 
them addressed the judge, and, in bit- 
ter terms, complained of the proceed- 
ing. Niles. 

ee 
PAKEN tAL CARE, 


Christian Principles, &c. 


While we are endeaveuring te pre- 
vent the perpetration of crimes by per- 


piness or misery of mankind depends 
entirely on parental care,but wea! knuw 
the powerful influence of custom—and 
we shall readily admit that this should be 
secured on the side of virtue. Man is 
an imitative animal, and readily learns 
to do what he sees done by others 
“The parent storms, the child looks or 
catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on 
the same” airs 1n circles that suit him to 
make the experiment. By repetities 
the habit becomes confirmed, aid 
continued in maturer years. A new 





set of apprentices in the school of pas- 
sion rises around him, that become teach- 
ers in their turn. 

How often may that petulence and 
irritable disposition that destroys the 
harmony and happiness of families ans 
neighborhoods, be traced to habits thus 
acquired! How offen do we see a tura 
for military parade given to the infant 
mind, almost inthe very eradle! Tie 
plume,the cap, the gun, and other imple- 
ments of war, in minature, are put inte 
the hands of children for toys, and the 
seeds of ambition, pride, &c. are sowi 
in their minds as svon as the soil ca: 
possibly be prepared to receive them. 
The influence of parental example and 
precept is powerful when properly exert 
ed, aud should be called in as a4 ausili 
ary to the virtuous sensibiiity of the 
youthful mind, and to that principle of 
Grace which begins early to operate 
there. It should be enterposed as * 
shield to guard them from the enrrupting 


fecting the system of punishments, itjexample with which they are surrounded, 


must not be forgotten that the effectual 
preventisn of crime, must rest on the 
diffusion and adoption of genuine Chris- 
tian principles. In proportion as the 
precepts of the Gospel are inculcated 
and obeyed, so fog moral rectitude is 
secured, and a res,ect for the rights and 
feelings of others willbe observed. Pe- 
na! Iaws,Locks, Jails and Penitentiaries, 
must always be but feeble and un- 
certain barriers against depravity, when 
a is completely formed in the human 
eart. 


and not only do the grosser passions 
and practices require the care of parents, 
but the first tendencies of the mind to 
selfishnessjor cruelty, should, if possible. 
be corrected. The foncaess tor killing 
insects has often been associated in the 
same character with the fondness for 
killing men, and perhaps was the first 
budding of the germ of cruelty and vio. 
lence. 

“Observe an innocent child attentive- 
ly” said and eminent writer, “and though 





' 


anger, passion and revenge, are ve- 


_ This consideration though not the most|ry «bvious features of the first nature, 
important involved in the subject, cer-and slicw plainly that there is much to 
tainly adds weight te the obligation of be subdued in them, yet it will be found, 


those who have to form the habits ardithey feel neariy and tender! 


for the 


give a direction to the minds of the ri-distress of others: their tittle bosoms 


Sing generation. 


| 


beat with compassion; and if they see 


dam far from supposing that the hap-cruelty exercised, by one upon another 


of A 
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they will often, in the best manner they;cruelty, Do they encourage dissimulae 
can, ¢ “press their abhorence of the cru-jtion, fraud, or tie mean desire to deprive 
eltyv and dislike of the cruel.” others of their rights, comforts, or pos- 
Low often do we see their feelings ofjsessions? Du they foster pride or am- 
sympathy powerfully excited for thelbition? And in testing the results of 
sufferings even of the brute creation! these enquires, they should remember 
And were these amiable semsibitities|that the must stately trees of tae forest, 
and feclings of humanity strengthenedjonce spruag from feeble germs that 
and improved as they advance to ma-jmight nave beeu destroyed by the slight- 
ture age, how effectually would violence,jest touch; and as rageing conflagrations 
cruelty and injustice be banished from/may have originated in a spark that a 
the transactions of man with man! single drop of water would have extin- 
But the education of children too often/S""5 ved, so the most maligaant passi- 
results in the destruction, rather thanj?8S ™@ay have es small and as feeble be- 
the cultivation of these amiable feelings|Zimmiugs, aud de, at some period of 
Yruelty to insects and animals,& the in-|"Mes #8 easily subdued by the proper re- 
dulvence of pride and passion, are the;meay- An act ot cruelty, that mignt be 
gonuae production of that malevelent checked iu tne bud, by a woid —nay 
spin which in its fall developement de.jeven “7 ® single look of disapprobation 
forms the human character with the/fvom the pareut, for the lack of that 
darkest, foviest stains jcheck may be ; committed, aud repeated, 
; bead ' , jaud by cepetitiun prepare the way for 
. Phe obligation of parents to guard thelgeners of a more atrocious nature, until 
innocence, and promote the moral andthe conduct of the individuai may juse 
religious improvement of their children, tity the ianguage of the poet. 
stands next to the duties which we, as) RS: 
gndividuals, owe to the author of our ex- 
istence., Their helplessness, their lack, 
of experience, the ties of natural atfec 
fion which revtually exist, the reverence/ters of our cnidrea, and jndeed in our 
ith which they look up to the example|whole totercourse with mankind, we 
and advice of parents, the tender visita-jcannot discharge our pareatal and svucial 
tions and influence of Divine Grace with«uties, without being under the govern 
Which they are favored, without knowing!ng tallvence of tne spirit of chestianity. 
dhe origin and nature of the divine im- Luis brings our owo feelings into order 
pressions they feei—all combine to ren-and harmony—erad.cates those —baser 
der the guardian care of parents one of passious which end tw distu b the or- 
the most tender, the most awful obliga-|der of society aud the happiness of indi- 
tions that can rest on an intetligeut be-jviduals, and so endues us with wisdom 











{fit dues not feel for man,’ [c-WPER. 
But in forming the minds and characs 





ing. 
tender ties of nature, regardless of thejown excellence as to spread, (if 1 may 
incapacity of our children, to make cor-juse the expression) a happy contagion 
rect estimates of things, make use ofjamongthose around us. * Let your light 
their filial attachment and obedience to'so shine betore men,” -said tie Author 
eradicate the Grace of God from theirjof the Christian relig’on, “that they may 
hearts, destroy their eternal happiness see your good works. and glorfy your 
and convert them into fiends upon earth|father who isin Heaven.” Aud i am 


—~how awful, how dreadful must be our|firmly persuaded tha! there never was, 
condemnation! and never will be, a genuine Caristian 


Let parents therefore seriously and ee without producing some ~ 
impartially review the grounds which/Utary imfuence on the sentiments an 


they occupy—Let them bring home toj!eelngs of others. 
their bosoms the enquiry how far they! The wisdom and goodness of the Dei- 


strengthen and confirm the good impres-jty are not less conspicuous in the moral 
sions, and amiable feelings of their chil-government of his rational creatures 
dren. Let them examine whether they/than iu the visibie works of creation. 
give countenance, or strenghth to the ef-} Lhe precepts of the Gospel, as applied to 
forts of passion, revenge, retaliation orjiudaviduais, ail tend te promote theshap- 


fe: 





Tiere is uo flesa in man’s obdurate hearts 


Should we, notwithstanding thejaud prudence, so digmifics us with ite 











of 


fre 


Chi 
the 
too 


Opit 
con 
the 

twe 
nev 
vier 
garc 
tatic 























e —- 





thew. 
+lo not consist in the abandonment of 
those things which are essential to our 
happiness, but of those which from the’ 
very nature of the things themselves, are! 
inseparably connected with distress or 
misery. However powerfully our de- 
praved inclinations may press after any 
of these~they can be desired only 
from a wrong estimate. The votary of 
pleasure must and forever acknowledge 
when his understanding is raised to its 


proper discriminating power, that ali 
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piness of the individual that observes/spirit and precepts of the Gospel provi- 
The requisitions of the Almightyjded for the regulation of buman affairs 
in such cases only as, were of individual 
or trifling concetn, while the great in- 
terests, of mankind—their happidess and 
morality ou the broad scale, were left to 
the rude tempest of discord and male- 
volence, without the interposition of a 
redeeming principle. or superintending 


rovidence. Such an idea would be as 


derogatory to the character of God, as 
it would be gloomy and depressing to us. 
rhe principle of rightand wrong are at 
eternal variance: the Laws of God are 


his wide range of enjeyments, (falsels/paramount to every other obligation or 


so called) have ended in miserable 
disappointment,—“vanity and vexation 
of spirit.” "The restrictions on conduct. 


motive, and were designed to reduce to 
order the whole rational creation. 


But this can only be effected through 


which the “Gospel imposes are as cer- individual attention and obedience. 


tain safeguards fiom suffering, as would 


\nd as this obligation rests on every in- 


be the hand that arrested the fluttering dividual, it rests of course on the whole 
insect from the flame of the candle. Asjcommunity. And as the unbelief of 
the precepts of the Gospel are obeyed,jothers ean never make void the fait) of 


and the spirit of Jesus Christ becomes 


the true christian, so the unfait) fulness 


predominant pm us, the feelings of male-jof others cannever absolve him frem the 
volerce, and all the elements of discordjobligations of obedience to the precents 


and unhappiness are excluded, and the 
mind is admitted to a foretaste of the 
harmony of Heaven. No disposition te 
violence or injustice can be found there, 
for, in the language of the prophet *none 
shall hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain saith the Lore 
And as individuals are thus hrought| 
under the harmonizing influesce of} 
christian principles, just so far the work 
of harmonizing the world is. eflected. 
For if the principles the Gospel, and the 
feelings which it inspires were to be- 
come universal, fraud, truelty, and out 
rage would cease throughout the world, 


of his Lord and Master. His language 
must be, though all men forsake thee. yet 
will I not forsake thee. 


Nor can it be supposed that the man 


who is bound by the precepts of the 
Gospel in his private concerns, and se- 
4)? cret feelings, is at liberty to regulate 
bis public conduct, by the worst of pas- 
sions, and cast off the restraints of mo- 
rality and religion, whenever he acts in 
an official capacity, and has in any de- 
yree the property, livee and happiness of 
nations committed to his care. Who 
can suppose that while the private, soli- 
tary christian is bound to be merciful 


But much injary has been done to thejand just, the man in office is entirely 


case of vital religion,and consequently 
to human happiness. by endeavuring to 
effect a compromise between vice and 
virtue, or between the precepts of Jesus 
Christ and the malevolent passions of 
the human heart. ‘That compromise has 
too generally given to the Gospel, mere- 
ly the government of refined speculative 
opinion, and of cunduct when it seemed 
convenient, but *o the corrupt passions. 





the government of the intercourse be- 
tween man ane man. The Almighty 


discharged from these obligations? Do 
we net look for honesty in our public 
servants, who are entrusted with the 
property of the nationp And by what 
rule of reasoning, or principle in reason, 
can we infer that those who are intrust- 
ed with the lives of their fellow citizens, 
are’ not as solemnly bound to regard - 
them with tenderness as when,in private 
life, they could not be said to he under 
their care and protection. As an act of 


ishosesty, when the article is commit- 


never designed his laws to be subser-/ed partigularly to the care of the person 
vient to haman passions. or to be re-is an act of greater moral turpitude 
garded only when there was no tem- then if no confidence had been placed in 


tation to do otherwise. Nor were the him,so I leave itp 


men of capacity, ta - 
* 


* 
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judge whether the waste of human life 
by those who are entrusted with power, 
is not, in the rmpartial eye of God, an 
act more deeply stained with guilt than 
a similar waste without that deligation 
of confidence and power? 

It is always my wish to touch the 
fee'ings of others with a tender hand, 
and especially of those who are raised to 
the offices of government. But there 
are views which we are bound to take, 
because they involve the dearest rights 
and best interests of individuals and 
whele communities. They are impor- 
tant to those who occupy the bumbler 
walks of life, but their importance ta 
cre2zsos in proportion to the intluence o: 
power which the individuals may pos- 
sess. [i is therefore wit) feelings of re 
svect, as well as of solicitude that these 
ideas are suggested. 


When we reflect on the happiness, 
both temporal and etersal, which chris- 
tianity is calculated to pgpduce, the or 
der and harmony between man and man, 
an! the approximation it enables us t 
make to the Divine excellence, we must 
acknowlolge the incalculable importance 
it is to be widely diffused in-the worid. 
{fence the pious christian; feels deep'y 
interested that others that the whole 
‘human family should participate in the 
blessings of the Gospel. Hence the 
toessenyers of peace,are induced to leave 
the tenderest ties of nature,—and the’ 
comforts of home, and traverse distant 
and strange lands, being willing to spend 
and be spent, to propagate the great 
Truths of religion and promote the hap- 
piness which these were designed to 
confer. But in doing this, how impor- 
tant it is, that the religion of Jesus 
Christ be represented as it really is 
that there be no mixture of human in. 
yeation, or haman depravity, in the doc- 
triaes, promulgated, as the Laws of 
God, and the order of Heaven! These 
general observations, will open to the 
reflecting mind, a wide field of enqui- 
ries, of the most important nature. 
The ministers of every denomination 
are bound to examine—seriously exam- 
ine, how far they represent the religion 
of Jesus Christ, according to pe patérn 
whic’) had heen shown in the life and 
recepts of the Divine Master! How 





tion of human life, & the violation of the 
rights and privileges of each other! If 
we cast but a glance over christendom 
(so called) we shall see abundant cause 
toc these enquiries to be brought home 
to the bosom of every professing christi- 
an, but above all to the ministers in the 
different religious societies. Do we not 
see thousands of our fellow creatures 
deprived of the rights which the God of 
nature had given them—dnd degraded 
down to the condition of brutes, and 
like brutes, bought and sold in the mar- 
kets? Do we not see ambition, pride, 
cruelty and injustice let loose to range 
it large? while professing christians 
ire training themselves tothe art of 
inflicting death with dexterity,and learn- 
ng the lesson of tacit obedience to mi- 
itary rule, thus becoming fit instru- 
ments to execute any scheme of ambi- 
tion, any outrages on human nature, 
which a bold adventurer in crime may 
contrive? Can we suppose that such 
things are compatible with that religion 
which the son of God came to introduce 
upon earth? That they are consistent 
with that order which he desighed both 
as a preparation for, or and an emblem 
of, Heaven? Do we believe that if his 
kingdom were come, and his will were 
done on earth as it is in Heaven, that 
slavery, violence and wars would be 
continued? if we answer in the nega- 
tive, as we are bound to do, how can we 
reconcile to ourselves the idea of direct- 
ly or indirectly giving our sanction and 
support to these practices, and profess- 
ing at the same time to be engaged in 
promoting the Redeemer’s Kingdom up- 
on earth? 

There is not one individual, in all the 
various classes and conditions of society. 
that is not deeply involved in these in- 
quiries. The responsibility encreases 
as the individual acquires influence whe- 
ther as parents, or as officers of govern- 
ment, but most of all, as expounders of 


words, of the Laws of (tod. 


TES REE 
From the Friead vot Veace. 


Letters to Joshua L. Wilson. 


Letter III. 
Rev. Sir, 
I am aware that such opi- 
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long prevalent in this military world. 
But believing they have occasioned the 


wanton murder of millions of our race, 
{ 
—that they are a source of tyranny and|mandate. 


oppression, and subversive of rativnal 
liberty. as well as that respect which is 
due to the commands of God, I am anx- 
jous that you and others should behold 
them in a just light. 

To contorm to your views of duty, 
must not the soldier be tuntent to re- 
gard himself as disfranchised of the 
rights of a freeman, and on a level with 
the war-horse, of whom nothing more is 
required than “obedience” to his rider. 

To accommodate the law of God _ to 
your instructions, must not something be 

eadded to those precepts which require 
Jove and forbid hatred--importing that 
they are subordinate to the caprice and 
arbitaary mandates of the military offi- 
cers of every country,——so that men 
of different nations, may, without guilt, 
destroy one another, when required to 


d» so by their commanders? But of] 


what use can it be to tell soldiers, that 
‘Love is the fulfilling of the law” of 
God, if the Divine precepts may be su- 
perseded by a military order, requiring 


der’——*Thou shalt not steal’—+ Phou 
shalt love thy neighbor at thyselP—and 
on this ground refuse to obey the bloody 
Will you, Sir, say, that the 
soldiers are less justifiable on this ground 
than on the other? If you do, you 
“make the commandment of God of no 
effect through your tradition,’ & repre- 
sent.the authority of Jehovah as not only 
below that of a general, but beluw that 
of an abandoned subaltern. Such is the 
atrocity of the principles of the military 
system. 

Indeed, in my opinion, the military 
system establishes the most fatal system 
of idolatry that ever existed. It noton- 
ouly make “lords manyand gods ma- 
ny,” but different gods of different 
ranks for every country: and men are 
taught to regard even the lowest of theg@ ., 
military gods as having power to suqpeg- 
sede the benevolent commands of Je lay” ° 
vah,—or to require, on the penalty of 
death, what God forbids! : 


I am, Sir, sincerely grieved that tal- 
ents like yours, associsted with the of- 
fice of au ambassador of the Prince of 
Peace, should be employed in support of 
a system so barbarous, so inconsistent 





hatred, revenge, rapine and marder?|with the principles of liberty, and so 


and does vot your doctrine imply, thatiantichristian! 


the seldier is either absolved trom his 
allegience to Jehovah, or that the mili- 
tary commander is exalted “above all 
that is called God?” 


Suppose an army to Le stationed a- 
mong the inhabitants of a certain dis- 
trict; that the commander in chief, be- 
ing of a humane character, issues gene- 
ral orders, prohibiting all acts of vio- 
lence and injustice towards the people 
of that region; but a profligate subaltern 
having command. of a scouting party, 
orders his troops to destroy an innocent 
family, and plunder their property. 
The soldiers, however, refuse to obey 


conduct, remind the officer of the orders 
of the general, Will not the general 
and every honest man approve the con- 
duct of these soldiers? Certainly they 
will. Let us now vary the supposition 


in one particular. Instead of eae | 


to,the orders of the general, as the grot 
of -their defence, the soldiers urge 
the well known commands of the 


How much more becum- 
ing it would be the character of a min- 
ister of the gospel, to inculcate those 
humane and benevolent sentiments, 
which tend to free the werld from that 
murderous scourge, the war policy, and 
to dispose men to renounce the practice 
of doing evil that good may come ! 

As your sermoy is before the public, 
and as the subject is interesting to all 
our brethren of the human race, I shall 
if the consent of the editor can be 
obtained, send you these letters in some 
number of the Friend of Peace. Adieu. 

. AMICUs, 
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From the Richmond Intelligencer 


The following is an extract vf a letter 
written by a youth to his friend, upon 
the latter’s obtaining the office cf Cap- 
tain in the Mijitary. 


Mr. E. C. 
*  - SIR--Aftera loig and ar- 
dous study on thé’ causes and cfivcts of 





King of kings, ‘Thou shalt dono mur- 


war, 1 became go. clearly convinced cl 
« * ~ ne ¢ 
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its incompatibility with the doctrine held 
forth in the gospel, that I have ventured 
ta address you on the subject. 


“Vice is a monster of so frightful mein, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be seen, 
Yet sven toe oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure,then pity,then embrace. 
Dear Sir—I have viewed with no 
sina!) interest, the measures you pur- 
sued for months past; and, permit me 
to tell you, with the frankness of a 
friend, that am unable to reconcile 
myself to them. The anxiety and 
warmth which you have manifested 
during your late struggle for office* 
do aot comport with the character 
you have heretofore supported.—As a 


professor of christianity, and a zeal- 


oug promoter of the cause ot religion, 


@ you lave stood foremost on the youth- 


*tul list, in the estimation of your 
brethren in the chureb. The cir- 
cumstance of your being so waruils 
solicited by them to act as Class- 
leader, is suffice nt evidence of the 
high opinion entertained of your pie- 
ty and virtue. Although I conceive 
you have displayed, by your late con= 


a question: are we by nature eliuis- 
tians? or, in other words, are we 
prompted by our natures todo good 
and shun evil? If you can answer 
ihis question m the affirmative, and 


not give the he to your profession, & 


the scriptures, then you may with 
propriety und success, justily defen- 
sive measures, Then retaliation will 
be an appendage of the christian cha- 
racter. When we are snntten, we 
must smite in return, orrun the risk 
of losing those rights which the Deity 
has conferred on us. The doctrine 
is too unscriptural to admit fora mo- 


nent, 
? 


Some are so ignorant asto think 
Carist gave an indirect justification of 
war in these words, “there shall be 
wars and rumors of wars,’ &c. Ife 
prediction cannot be construed to 
weal acommand, ora justification, 
nothing favorable towar can be ex. 
torted from this passage. Wer is au 
inevitable consequence, and must 
needs be, so long as mankind are un- 
der the influence of the first law of 
our nature; and by the character 











duct, more warmth, and less self-de- 
nial and humility than is in character 
of the true christian; yet I view these 
irregularities as of miuor importance, 
compared with the erroneous idea 


which the Divine author of this pre- 
diction has given of those that should 
wage war, it is an easy matter to de- 
cide whether they are his followers, 
or not. ‘Nation shalt rise up against 


you have iinbibed on the snbject of|nation,” &c. “but take heed to your- 


war. lam astonished to see a man 
apparently so ardent in his devotion, 
and, atthe same time, ucting so di- 


rectly contrary to the commands of! 


him whom he proftsses to serve and! 
follow. 
You argue in justification of defen- 
sive war, thatman was endowed by, 
his creator, with unalienable rights; 
and iu order to secure to him the en- 
joyment of those rights, self-defence 
was made the first law of: his nature, 
I acknowledge, without hesitation, 
that the Deity has endowed us_ with 
unalienable rights, and, that self-de- 
fe.ce is the first law of eur fallen n 
ture. Butpermit me here to”sk you 





*He contested two elections before 


selves; for they shall deliver you to 
councils; 1m the synagogues ye shall 
be beaten; and ye shall be brought 
betore rulers and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against theyt.” 

That tie horrid practice of war 
should,have been considered lawful 
by the professors of c¢hristiahity, in 


stition, isnot so difficult to account 
for; but that there should be any pro- 
fessed christians, inthis day of scien- 


concile it to gospe] principles, 1s 
matter of astonishment. {¢ want you 


You are youngeand just entering on 
the stage of action. “ Rossessed of fe 





he oould get a mojority. 
a. @ 


talents that you are, you have it in 


the dark ages of apostacyand super-- 


tific light, who should attempt to re-" 


to reflect seriously upon thé subjeet. 
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your power to do much good, or .nuchijinsttations were given, “The Lord 
evil. ‘Takea dispassionate view of thy God,”’suid Moses,‘‘will raise up un- 
the causes, and the effects of war:—|to thee a prophet from the midst of thee- 
the disposition ip human nature tbhatjof thy brethren, like unto me: unto him. 
gives it birth;—the odious passions|shall ye hearken.” Whtn this Prophet 
by which it is nurtured; and the de-jcame, the institutions of the Jews were 





moralizing and unhappy effects it enejabrogated, so far as they were merely 
tails on the human family. Contrastjtypical, & superceded in those cases, in 
the life of the peaccable christian with/which they were imperfect. Thus 
the practical warrior Contemplate|their sacrifices, and the general ser- 
the former, in administermg to thejvice of the temple, together with cir- 
wants of the needy, in consoling the|cumcision, and the cbservanee of 
unfortunate, and his benevolent exer times, and many other rituals, were 








tions to instruct and reclaim his fel-lsabrogated, because they were only 
jow beings: the latter in training and|“*shsdows of good things tocome. I 

instructing in the arts of death, the|this position be admitted, which I pre- 
most malignant and dissipated ofjsume will be admitted by all classes of 
mankind;—in leading them to the|Christians,I will venture to suggest 
field of battle;—slaying thousands;/an enquiry whether the wars that 
desolating kingdoms; and reducing were permitted among the Jews, were 
suillions once prosperous and happy,inot in some degree figurative of the 
to misery and want. ‘The man whose/Christian warfare. Why else is the 
inind is freed from the shackles of/Christian progress aud, varied exers, 
popular delusion, cannot hesitate tojcise called a warfare? Why is Jesus 
determine. by the fruits, which of/Christ called “the Captain of our Sal- 





these characters is most likely to an-jvation?? And why did the Apostle 
swer the end of his creation. Heladmonish the believers*to take unto 
connot withhold his assent to thelthemselvesthe whole armour of God; 
truth.of the proposition, that no manj|the shield of Faith, the sword of the 
who is in the spirit of war. can, at the'Spirit,the breastplate of R.ghteousness 
same time,be 4 follower of the Princrjand the helmet of salvation?” These, 
oF Peace. S.M. jand many other passages that might be 

mentioned, go tosupport the ‘opinion 
“Bhat the wars inquestion were figura- 
There are other passages which 





> 





Wah. 


In the last‘number, it was conténdAtive. 





dar wars, aud to punish certai crimes 


Polity was to be either subrogated ,or 





ed that the command “thou shalt not 
kill,” from the plain and simple mean- 
ing of the words, was a prohibition of 
War, Duelling, & Capital Punishments 
as well as of that destruction of human 
life which is usually called murder. 
And thus * it must have stoed through 
all ages, had it not received some 
modification, fram the #&me authority 





that originally gave the command 
This modification was given’ by the 
special permission to wage wer tr. @ 
with death. But the whole Jewish 


superceded. And this information 


prove, that with other figures, they 
werg abrogated when,the the anti-type 
was come. For the same Apostle, 
not only enumerated, Faith, the Spirit, 
Righteousness, and the Hope of Sal- 
vation, as the Christian’s armour, but 
he emphatically declares that the wea- 
pons of their warfare WERE NOT 
CARNAL, and that they DID NOT 
wrestle, (or war) with flesh and blood. 
Taking to themselves the whole ar- 
mour of light, they were enabled to 
contend with principalities and pow- 
ers, and the rulers of Darkness in 
bigh placesj'and bring down every 
thing that exalted itself against God— 





they received by the very ipstryment 


through whom, their Law and civil Christ. 


even eve thougyssin® obedience to 
this state, of successfuh 


# 
: 











flict with his depraved passions, and 
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warfare with the powers of darkness 
in themselves—this conquest over ev- 
ry thought®and evil passion, the 
grounds and ocgasion of outward wars 
were cut off, astothem. For as wars 
proceed from the lusts—from the ma- 
levolent passions—when these are 
extirpated their natural consequences 
are of course cut off with them. 


A command so important as that, 
“Thou shalt not kill” was not passed 
over in silence. Itwas recognized in 
its full extent, and even extended fur- 
ther than was ever conjectured under 
the law. For itis not to be supposed 
that it was ever understood, that to be 
angry with a brother, or to say thou 
fool, was an offence against the com- 





Thus thea, it appears that the wars)mand ‘thou shalt not kill.’ And yet our 
which received a divine sdnection,|Lord has clearly ranked them under 
were figurative ofthe Christian’s con-itbis head» And who will deny the cor- 


the grand enemy that rules in them; 
and so far as these wars were typieal, 
so far they ceased;when other shadows 
passed away. So far as they were 
special acts of correction, it has been 
shown, they ended withthe occasions 
for which they were inflicted. 

So far as they were in any degres 
abaiements from the complete fulfil- 
ment of the Iw, in consequence of 
the hardness or the incapacity of the 
Jews tocome up to that order design- 
ed by Almighty God, fur the govern- 
ment of his rational creatures—so far 
they becaine prohibited when the Gos- 
pel dispensation was introduced by 
the son of God. 

Thus the Jewish polity and religi- 
ous institutions were superceded 
wherever they fell short of the per- 
fection of the Gospel. 

This was remarkably the case, in 
relationto marriage. Tue first prin- 
ciples of this institution weres laid 
down, but in condescention to their 
incapacity, and hardness of heart, a 
certain latitude was allowed, or con- 
nived at, until the comiug of the Mes- 
siah. ‘Then indeed the imstifution in 
its genuing purity was explained and 
enforced, even to apply to the secret 
acts of the mind 


ectness of this arrangement? They are 
buddings of thatspirit which separates 
man from man, and it was not merely 
against the flagrant ects of wickedness 
that the commands of God were now 
brought to operate, but against all in- 
ferior gradesof crime, and the very 
spirit from which they originated. 
Not only did his precepts apply to 
the command just quoted, illustrate 
and extend it so as to prohibit the pas- 
sions which lead to the most flagrant 
acts of violence, but he enjoimed the 
oractice of seeking reconciliation with 
the offended. This was a new lesson 
of instruction to the Jews, which they 
had not drawn from the Law. Still less 
had they supposed they were to “‘re- 
sist not evil.” The principles of retri- 
butive justice and retaliation, had 
been admitted among the maxims of 
their religion. But it was only till the 
time of reformation. It was, like the 
law of divorce §c. in consequence of 
the hardness of their hearts} and their 
not being prepared, at the time, for a 
nore exalted system of morality. The 
precepts of our Lord superceded all 
those maxims, and polices, and indul- 
zences. They prohibited retaliation 
and revenge and in their place esta- 
blished the meekness and patierce 
of Jesus Christ. They were com- 
manded to resist not evil. To bear 





Thus algo in relation to perjury, or 
Witness, or falsehood on oath. Tt was 
now enjoined to let the Zruth in its 
native dignity appear on all occasions 
—so far from violating an oath, they 
were commarded not to swear at all, 
but let their vea be yea, and their nay- 


nay. 


ail 


injuries with meekness and patience— 
ito dg good to them that were aggres- 
‘sors—and pray for their very enemies. 
And they were given to understand 
that it was on this ground only that 
they could be the children of their 
[Father who isin Heaven. 
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The operation of the Law was tothe war spirit, down to the, present 
cut off the obvious branches, and not,day. 
even to do that till they had become) sw, occurrences are mentioned 
insupportable. But Emanuel, (Godin which his disclples, or some of 
with us) laid the axe to the root Often discovered something of the 
the corrupt tree, in order to irradicate ¥ 4) character. On a particular oc- 
every thing capable of producing’. sion they desired that fire might 
branches or fruit, offensive in the Di-| ome down from Heaven and consume 
vine sight. some who would not receive their 

Among the countless blessing of} poster, and they referred to example 
God, none can compare with that of) ae. the former dispensation. But 
sending his blessed son on earth. Wye as the reply? “Ye ats ng 
shall not pretend to enumerate the! hat manner of spirit ye are of.” 
happy, eflects of that appearance ol 'The son of man came not to destroy 
our Lord as a propitiation or medi-|, ons, tives but to save them” What 
ator between God and man, but my), lasting lesson of instruction should 
present object requires that I shouldinis have been, to those who profess 
bring into view the goodness of our|., b. followers of the samee—Di- 
Divine benefactor, in abrogating the a, aes . 
typical rites* and institutions of the ‘ 
law, and in givingusa more clear) On another occasion when. Peter 
understanding of our relationsidrew a sword, and smote the high 
to Fl:mself and to each other than had priest’s servant; the very same Peter 
ever been afforded, or could be afferd-lwho in a few hours denied his master, 
ed through any other means. and to prove that he was not a disei- 

And not only did he, in his Divine ple began to curse and to swear— 
character teach as never man had'when Peter smote the servant of the 
taught, but by taking human nature\High Priest, he received a most re- 
upon himself, becoming man, and'markable roproof. Retering to his 
walking among men, he put his own own Supreme power and to the super: 
precepts in practice, shewing beyondintending Providence of God, as ren- 
all doubt, that they were not the mere dering it unnecessary forthem to take 








efforts of refined fancy but simple, ea- 
sy: practical excellences. Never did 
he command any thing but what, il- 
justrated by his precepts and example, 


on themselves exclusively the pro- 
tection of themselves and of him, he 
commanded him to put up his sword, 
not asa mere act of expediency, but 


was obviously easy to be performed,ion the broad principle that they that 


under the influence of that temper, 
and spirit, which he was pleased to 
communicate to his followers. 


How com letely did the whole te- 
nor of his life support the doctrine 
we are endeavoring, but feebly, to 
maintain! No traces of the military 
character were to be found in all ns 
actions. With Omnipotent power to 
resist, or to punish his enemies, he 
was brought as a lamb to the slaugh- 
tet, & as a sheep before her shear- 
ers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth. So passive, so meek was,he, 
that “Herod and his men of war set 
him at nought.” And this is done by 


take the sword shall perish with the 
sword. Here then as his outward 
ministry was near its close, -the 

sword was ordered to be returned to 
its scabbard, from which he never af-- 
terwards authorized its being drawn. 
And there his followers are bound: to 
suffer it to remain. And here let it 
be remembered that the conduct of 
Peter was an act of defensive, not of- 
fensive war. It was ima case not 
merely involving pecuniary interest 
or civil rights—but in defence of Je- 
sus Christ. A case which, if tried on 
the general pringipis of equity, and 





right, sould overbalance any defem- 








‘in which he was placed at the time 
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sive war that has ever been waged 
since that time. 


We have already observed that our 
Lord and Saviour, enjoined his follow- 
ersto do good tor evil, ond pray for 
thew very enemies. 
situation be more trying than that 
towhich we have br ucht the narra- 
tive, but he did not forget the pre 
cepts he had given at the commence- 
ment of his ministry—He healed the 
wound which his rash disciple had 
inflicted on the servant of the hig! 
priest—and when on the Cross, he in- 
terceded for his murders in that ever 
memorable prayer. “Father forzive 
them, they know not what they do!” 

I shall close the account of the pre- 
cepts and example of our Lord, wit), 
a declaration which he made, tho’ nut 
in the order of the events as they traus- 
pired. When Peter resorted to force, 
to defend his master, it was under an 
idea of the nature of Christ’s King- 
dom, which was altozether foreign 
to the truth. An idea ' 


ter. For as he was mistaken in the 
nature of Christ’s Kingdom, it was na- 
tural that he should err also in the 
manner of defending it. 

But our Lord was pleased before 
his erucifixion, to leave a lasting les- 


N ver could alson of instruction to his followers of 


succeeding ages. Not onlv did he 
give that cheek to Peter which has 
been mentioned but when brought be- 
‘ore Pilate he declared, My kingdom is 
not of this world, else would my ser- 
vants fight that 1 should not be deli- 
vered to the Jews—but now is not my 
kingdom from hence.” His kingdom 
consists In Righteousoess and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, and there- 
iore could not be supported by the 
sword. The rational faculties are 
brought (in obedience) under this go- 
vernment, and the depraved provensi- 
ty are subdued. And consequently, 
not only are all acts of violence and 
outrage condemned, but the very prin- 
ciples in whieh they originate being 
destroyed or subdued, the acts them- 
selves cannot come, through the sub- 


that grew|jects of this kingdom. 





out of the pride of human nature, but 
which did not originate with Peter. 
it had become deeply rooted in the, 
minds of the Jews, that the promised 
Messiah, when he should come. 
would raise their nation, to the high- 
est point of earthly power and glory. 
They looked for an outward King, and 
of course it was supposed that the 
foreign yoke, under which the nation 
then groaned, would be broken. That 
this opinion prevailed among the 
disciples themselves, appears from 
what was said when Curist appeared 
to two of them as they communed to- 
getheron the way. “We trusted it 
had been he whoslrould have redeem- 





When we are made subjects of this 
kingdom—tfeeling that we are under 
tne peculiar care of an overruling 
providence, we are raised above those 
distrusts and fears which frequently 
drive men into unadvised acts of 
rashness, in self defence.  Pe- 
ter, prompt as he was to strike, was 
powertully,under the influence of fear 
at the time, when he was so much in 
the war spirit. Had he believed in 
the power and providence of God he 
would not have adopted the course he 
did. But that belief and confidence 
being wanting, he had recourse to the 
sword, and then to denying his master, 
and even to cursing and swearing to 


ed Israel:” but they were not prepsred/shield himself from the imputation of 


to understand the nature of the Re-jbeing a disciple of Christ. 





demption which he offered. Under an 
impression so incompatible with the 


real nature of the Messiah’s Kingdom, 


What a 
humiliating picture of human nature 


does this account present to us in the 
character of Peter! 


But here human 


it is not strange that Peter, sanguine/nature was left to itself, and with all 
and impetious as he was in his naturalthe war spirit about it, it discovered 
temper, should, onthe spur of the mo- its weakness its cowardice, and, may 
ment, resort tu force to defend his mas- I not say, its meanness. [ To be continued 
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